
C1:  A feasibility study was conducted in 1996 and a report submitted to the
Channel Islands National Park (see Tershy et al. 1997).  The probability of
complete removal, or eradication, of rats from Anacapa Island is high.
Eradication of rats from islands has taken place on islands in the sub-Antarctic,
to tropical atolls to the temperate Northern Pacific in Canada.  The basic
underlying principal that resulted in the successful eradication programs has
been the delivery of a bait containing a rodenticide into every rat territory on
the island.  This principal has been applied on all islands in all types of
climates and sizes from small offshore rocks to the largest island of over 3000
hectares (7,500 acres).  The objective of the AIRP is eradication and not
control, therefore, treatment of the entire island is necessary for meeting the
purpose and need. The topography of Anacapa was taken into account when
developing the alternatives. Aerial broadcast is the only method for ensuring
bait is delivered into every territory.

Appendix C is a list of successful eradications.
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C2:  Rat baits are formulated to be highly palatable to the target species.  A battery of
tests are required by the EPA to ensure that rats will consume the bait and will have the
desired effect on the target population.  On Anacapa Island, we are delivering the bait
to the rats at a time of year when the population is food stressed and are actively
seeking out high quality food resources such as that found in the bait.  The bait is
formulated to be highly palatable and attractive to the rat population. Island
eradications are most likely to be successful if they take place during the annual
population cycle when no reproduction is taking place and when rat numbers are
declining.  This insures that new-born rats will not emerge from their dens after all bait
has been consumed, and that most rats will be food stressed and therefore more likely
to consume bait.

C3:  Work conducted by Erickson (1990) documented the seasonal reproductive
condition of rats on Anacapa Island.  His work has been cited throughout the EIS.

C4:  The basic premise for all successful rat eradications is the delivery of bait into all
rat territories.  Territory is used synonymously with range.

C5:  The application period corresponds to the late dry season on Anacapa Island.
Bait will not be applied during the rainy season.  During the dry season salamanders
would be deep within thick vegetation or deep cracks within the soil to avoid
dessication.

C6:  Alligator Lizards and Side-blotched Lizards are active year round on Anacapa
Island.  The herpetofauna will be monitored before, during and after the eradication for
measuring impacts from the baiting and the predator release once rats are eradicated.
See comments from A6.

C7:  Secondary poisoning of birds of prey is of concern.  Mortality of individual non-
target birds will be mitigated where possible.  However, from an ecological perspective
such mortality is only significant if it causes a long term population decline.  There are
no endemic birds of prey on Anacapa Island. The birds of prey on the Channel Islands
are habitat limited, i.e., there are more birds than there is available habitat. Data from a
raptor control effort around a colony of endangered Least Terns indicates that
population effects of such removal are temporary.
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